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Objective: Today, increasing attention to children's rights is essential for nurturing a
righteous, committed, and capable generation, particularly in a world where these rights
are increasingly influenced by ideological challenges and socio-political developments.
Accordingly, this study aims to explain the jurisprudential and legal foundations of the
child's right to education and upbringing, with emphasis on the theory of the
interdependence of rights and duties.

Method: This study adopts a descriptive-analytical method and relies on Islamic
jurisprudential and legal sources.

Results: The findings indicate that Islamic jurisprudence, based on Qur’anic verses,
narrations, and jurisprudential principles, recognizes education and upbringing as an
inherent and fundamental right of the child. Drawing on the theory of the interdependence
of rights and duties, it assigns responsibility for realizing this right to parents and other
educational agents. Furthermore, the comprehensive Islamic perspective on education,
combined with a system of reward and accountability, provides a strong motivational
framework for fulfilling this obligation. In contrast, legal sources generally define the
child's right to education and upbringing as a shared responsibility between the family
and the state. However, the legal approach tends to focus primarily on worldly and
institutional dimensions, often overlooking the moral, spiritual, and transcendent aspects
emphasized in religious teachings.

Conclusions: The jurisprudential approach, supported by divine revelation, not only
clarifies the religious obligations related to children's education and upbringing but also
offers practical guidelines that address both the material and spiritual needs of the child.
The novelty of this research lies in its systematic integration of jurisprudential and legal
perspectives and its analytical explanation of the jurisprudential foundations of the child's
right to education and upbringing based on the theory of the interdependence of rights
and duties.
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Introduction

In contemporary societies, increasing attention has been directed toward children’s rights as a
prerequisite for nurturing a morally responsible, socially committed, and intellectually capable
generation. The importance of this issue has become even more evident in a world where
children’s rights are continuously influenced by ideological conflicts, cultural transformations,
and socio-political developments. Among the various dimensions of children’s rights, the right
to education and upbringing occupies a central position because it directly affects the formation
of individual identity, moral character, social participation, and human flourishing. While
modern legal systems have increasingly recognized education as a fundamental right of every
child, the philosophical and normative foundations of this right differ significantly across legal
and religious traditions. Islamic jurisprudence (Figh), in particular, provides a comprehensive
framework for understanding children’s rights through a divinely grounded conception of
human dignity, responsibility, and moral development.

The present study seeks to explain the jurisprudential and legal foundations of the child’s right
to education and upbringing by focusing on the theory of the correlation between rights and
duties. This theory maintains that every right necessarily entails a corresponding duty and that
the realization of rights depends upon the fulfillment of obligations by responsible individuals
and institutions. Accordingly, the study aims to clarify how Islamic jurisprudence and
contemporary legal systems conceptualize the child’s right to education and upbringing,
identify the obligations arising from this right, and evaluate the strengths and limitations of each
approach. Furthermore, the study explores the role of parents, educational agents, and
governmental institutions in guaranteeing the effective realization of this right and examines
the extent to which jurisprudential principles provide a more comprehensive understanding of
children’s educational needs.

Method

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method and relied on the
examination of primary and secondary jurisprudential and legal sources. The jurisprudential
analysis was based on relevant Qur’anic verses, Prophetic traditions (Hadith), narrations from
the Imams, and established jurisprudential principles and legal maxims. Particular attention was
devoted to principles such as the rule of human dignity (Qa‘idat al-Karamah), the principle of
educational priority, parental responsibility, and the theory of the correlation between rights
and duties. In addition, legal documents, national regulations, and international instruments
concerning children’s rights and education were analyzed to identify prevailing legal
approaches toward the child’s right to education and upbringing.

The study adopted a comparative perspective by examining the conceptual foundations,
normative assumptions, and practical implications of both jurisprudential and legal approaches.
Through analytical evaluation of these sources, the research sought to determine how each
framework defines the nature of educational rights, allocates responsibility for their realization,
and addresses the material, moral, and spiritual dimensions of child development. The collected
data were analyzed systematically to reveal points of convergence and divergence between
jurisprudential and legal perspectives and to assess their respective capacities for protecting and
promoting children’s educational rights.

Results

The findings indicate that Islamic jurisprudence recognizes education and upbringing as
inherent and authentic rights of every child. This recognition is grounded in a broad
understanding of human dignity and the divine purpose of human creation. From a
jurisprudential perspective, education is not merely a social service or a legal entitlement but a
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fundamental requirement for the intellectual, moral, spiritual, and social development of the
individual. Consequently, the child possesses a legitimate claim to receive appropriate
education and upbringing from the earliest stages of life.

The analysis further demonstrates that the theory of the correlation between rights and duties
occupies a central place in the jurisprudential understanding of educational rights. According
to this theory, the child’s right to education necessarily creates corresponding obligations for
parents, guardians, teachers, and other educational agents. Parents are regarded as the primary
custodians of the child’s educational and moral development and therefore bear the initial
responsibility for ensuring access to suitable educational opportunities. Beyond the family,
society and governmental institutions also assume responsibilities in creating conditions that
facilitate the realization of this right.

The study also reveals that Islamic jurisprudence provides a strong motivational framework for
the fulfillment of educational duties through its integrated system of moral accountability,
divine reward, and punishment. Educational obligations are not viewed merely as legal
requirements but as religious and ethical responsibilities linked to spiritual accountability
before God. This feature distinguishes the jurisprudential approach from many contemporary
legal systems, where compliance often depends primarily on institutional enforcement
mechanisms.

Another important finding concerns the comprehensiveness of the Islamic conception of
education and upbringing. Jurisprudential sources emphasize not only cognitive and academic
development but also moral refinement, religious awareness, emotional balance, social
responsibility, and spiritual growth. Education is therefore understood as a holistic process
aimed at cultivating a virtuous and balanced human being. This multidimensional perspective
contrasts with approaches that reduce education to the acquisition of knowledge, technical
skills, or economic productivity.

In contrast, the examination of legal sources demonstrates that contemporary legal systems
generally recognize the child’s right to education as a fundamental human right and define its
realization as a shared responsibility between the family and the state. Legal frameworks
frequently emphasize equal access to educational opportunities, compulsory education, non-
discrimination, and, in many cases, free education. These provisions contribute significantly to
protecting children against educational deprivation and social inequality.

However, the study finds that legal discourse often approaches education primarily from a
secular and worldly perspective. While legal instruments effectively regulate institutional
responsibilities and guarantee procedural protections, they tend to focus predominantly on
material and social aspects of educational development. As a result, ethical, spiritual, and
transcendent dimensions of upbringing receive comparatively limited attention. The legal
framework therefore provides important mechanisms for safeguarding educational rights but
may not fully address the broader developmental needs of the child as understood within Islamic
jurisprudence.

Conclusion

The study concludes that both jurisprudential and legal systems acknowledge the importance
of the child’s right to education and upbringing; nevertheless, they differ substantially in their
underlying foundations, objectives, and scope. Islamic jurisprudence, drawing upon divine
revelation and comprehensive moral principles, presents education and upbringing as intrinsic
rights that encompass intellectual, ethical, spiritual, and social dimensions. Through the theory
of the correlation between rights and duties, it establishes a coherent framework in which rights
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are inseparable from responsibilities and in which parents, educational agents, society, and
governmental institutions are obligated to facilitate the child’s holistic development.

By contrast, contemporary legal approaches provide valuable institutional guarantees and
mechanisms for protecting educational rights but generally operate within a more limited
framework focused on worldly and material concerns. Although legal systems successfully
promote access, equality, and public responsibility, they often neglect the spiritual and moral
dimensions that are central to the jurisprudential conception of education.

Accordingly, the findings suggest that a more comprehensive understanding of children’s
educational rights can be achieved through constructive engagement between jurisprudential
and legal perspectives. Such integration would preserve the strengths of modern legal
protections while benefiting from the ethical depth, spiritual orientation, and holistic vision of
human development offered by Islamic jurisprudence. The originality of this research lies in its
systematic synthesis of jurisprudential and legal frameworks and in its analytical explanation
of the child’s right to education and upbringing through the lens of the theory of the correlation
between rights and duties. This approach contributes to a deeper understanding of children’s
rights and provides a normative foundation for developing educational policies that respond to
both the material and spiritual needs of children in contemporary societies.
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