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Objective: The educational system of every society provides the foundation for
realizing its religious, ethical, and social objectives and constitutes one of the
fundamental factors in the development of the country. Achieving these objectives
requires educational planning that is commensurate with the needs of society. Given the
capacity and authority of the Islamic government to accomplish this task, this study
aims to answer the central question of what responsibility the government bears for
educational planning based on jurisprudential rules.

Method: This study employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on library-based
sources and examining the jurisprudential rules related to the government’s
responsibility for educational planning in accordance with the Shiite method of ijtihad.
Results: The rule of guidance (Qa‘idat al-Hidayah), the obligation to preserve the social
order (wujib hifz al-nizam), defense of Muslims, preservation of the dignity of
Muslims, and the obligation to disseminate knowledge, within the framework of
individual jurisprudence, indicate the collective obligation (wajib kifa’'1) of educational
planning, since institutions such as religious scholars and the family also bear
responsibilities in this regard. Within the framework of governmental jurisprudence,
educational system-building to meet the needs of society is obligatory and falls upon the
government and its educational institutions and components. At the macro level,
educational planning encompasses identifying the existing situation, recognizing
strengths and weaknesses, selecting objectives and policies, determining priorities, and
preparing an implementation plan.

Conclusion: Within the framework of governmental jurisprudence, the Islamic
government bears responsibility for educational system-building and planning in order
to meet the needs of society. The obligation of educational planning applies to legally
obligatory matters and matters of concern to society, while planning beyond these areas
is recommended. Moreover, under circumstances such as the needs of the Islamic
society for the preservation of the social order, educational planning becomes
obligatory.
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Introduction
The necessity of planning is strongly emphasized in Islam, and Islamic sources abound with

references to the importance of planning across various spheres of life. The Holy Quran
places great emphasis on the planned and purposeful nature of the cosmos, stating: “And We
did not create the heaven and the earth and that between them in play” (Quran Y):)1). The
fact that the creation of the heavens and the earth—despite their vastness and diversity—is not
without purpose signifies that God Almighty has a plan and a specific purpose for all created
beings. Beyond the act of creation itself, the management and governance of the universe are
also conducted according to a plan: “Indeed, your Lord is God who created the heavens and
the earth in six days” (A'raf V:©¢). The aforementioned verses indicate that everything—from
the most minute creatures to the greatest pillars of the cosmos—adheres to a plan and pursues
a singular purpose.

Given that the management of human society is meant to align with the “optimal order”
governing the universe, if such management lacks planning and fails to harmonize with the
governance of the cosmos, it cannot effectively administer the social order in alignment with
the universal system and becomes susceptible to decline. Rulers and administrators have a
critical need for planning in the organization of societal affairs. Therefore, since the
responsibility for managing an Islamic society rests with the government, the necessity of
planning—to advance overarching social goals and meet the community's needs across
various sectors, including education and upbringing—becomes evident. In other words, by
virtue of innate disposition and nature, human beings require social life; human society, in
turn, requires law and an entity to enforce it—namely, the government—making government
an essential component of social existence. Furthermore, the diverse needs inherent in social
life—spanning political, judicial, social, and economic spheres, as well as areas such as
education—underscore the necessity of planning. Naturally, the greater the capacity and scope
of influence possessed by educational agents and institutions, the more extensive their
responsibilities become; consequently, the government represents the supreme embodiment of
this role.

The premise of the present study is that Islam offers a comprehensive program for guiding
humanity across various spheres, with education and upbringing serving as key channels for
this purpose, and that, by leveraging the immense capacity and dynamism of Islamic
jurisprudence, one can determine the government's obligations regarding these diverse affairs.
Accordingly, by examining jurisprudential principles within the context of the educational
planning process, one can derive the religious ruling regarding the government's obligations.
In other words, this study investigates the process of educational planning—specifically
concerning governmental duties—through the lens of jurisprudential principles.

Method
The study examines the process of educational planning, specifically governmental duties,

through the lens of jurisprudential principles. By drawing upon Islamic jurisprudential
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principles and considering the process of educational planning, it seeks to determine the
religious ruling concerning the obligations of the government.

Results
The Islamic government—Dby virtue of holding the office of governance and possessing the

requisite authority—bears the responsibility for educating and instructing the members of
society. Within the framework of individual jurisprudence, this governmental obligation is
articulated in terms of the ruler’s own religious accountability and knowledge. This implies
that the government’s duty to educate is a wajib kifa’i (a collective obligation), as other
entities—such as religious scholars, parents, and the general body of religiously accountable
individuals—also share this responsibility. Thus, if any one of these entities fulfills the duty,
the obligation is lifted from the others. If the task of education and instruction falls solely
within the government's purview, it becomes an individual obligation (wajib-¢ ‘ayni) for the
government, albeit in a secondary or consequential sense.

However, within the framework of the jurisprudence of governance, the obligation rests not
upon an individual person but upon the government as a social legal entity. This is due to the
necessity of meeting a societal need through the establishment of an educational system and
the government's requisite authority (mabsut al-yad) to implement overarching educational
objectives. Of course, the necessity of educational planning relates to matters that are
obligatory and of immediate practical concern to society; beyond that specific scope, it is
generally regarded as a recommended act. However, circumstances—such as the Islamic
society's need to preserve the social order—may elevate it to the level of an obligation.

Given that educational planning entails making decisions regarding the future of education
and leads to economic, social, cultural, and political development as well as the fulfillment of
societal needs, the Ministry of Education, as the authority responsible for the government's
educational system, is tasked with macro-level educational planning covering the span from
primary through secondary education. This process entails defining the current state by
gathering necessary system data and reviewing past performance, identifying the system's
strengths and weaknesses through analyzing and interpreting the collected data, and
formulating a plan. These steps essentially involve transitioning from the status quo to the
desired state within the educational system. The implementation plan constitutes the
operational roadmap and the measures to be undertaken in the future.

Conclusions

The Islamic government, by virtue of its position as the governing authority and its requisite
capacity to act, bears responsibility for educating and instructing members of society and for
establishing and planning the educational system in order to meet societal needs. Within
individual jurisprudence, this responsibility constitutes a collective obligation because other
entities, including religious scholars, parents, and religiously accountable individuals, also
share the duty. Within the framework of governmental jurisprudence, however, the obligation
belongs to the government as a social legal entity, given its responsibility for meeting societal
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needs through educational system-building and its authority to implement overarching
educational objectives.

Educational planning is obligatory with respect to matters that are obligatory and of
immediate practical concern to society, while planning beyond this scope is generally
recommended. Nevertheless, circumstances such as the Islamic society’s need to preserve the
social order may render educational planning obligatory. Given the importance of establishing
a sound foundation for educational planning, the Ministry of Education must directly
undertake planning and policymaking. However, because the Ministry cannot guarantee
immediate employment for graduates, the actual implementation of these plans may be
delegated to the private sector, provided that the Ministry exercises oversight to ensure that
educational objectives are achieved.
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