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Objective: “This research aims to examine the jurisprudential ruling on an educator's
silence regarding some of the learner's sins in situations of educational conflict (tazahum),
particularly when the learner is involved in multiple sins and lacks the capacity to accept
simultaneous prohibition of all of them, and when the educator's silence may be perceived
by the learner as implicit permission to commit sins.

Method: Employing an analytical-ijtihadi method and qualitative content analysis of the
documentary type, the article first defines key concepts, then systematically examines and
critically assesses the opposing arguments (such as the prohibition of permission to sin,
abandonment of forbidding wrong, heresy, implication of sin, and aiding in transgression)
as well as the supporting arguments (including the principle of gradualism in education
and narrations concerning the gradual legislative process of Islamic rulings).

Results: The analysis of the evidence indicates that when the educator is certain that
simultaneous prohibition will be ineffective or fears that the learner will relapse into
greater sins, the obligation of forbidding wrong and guiding the ignorant is lifted.
Furthermore, concepts such as heresy, implication of sin, and aiding in transgression do
not apply to the educator's silence. On the supporting side, narrations concerning the
gradual prohibition of wine, along with the principle of gradualism, confirm that
maintaining the learner's engagement with religion and preventing their spiritual ruin takes
precedence over the mere performance of certain specific acts.

Conclusion: Under conditions of educational conflict, the educator's temporary silence
regarding some sins and focusing on prohibiting a specific sin is not only permissible but
also aligns with the educational wisdom of Islam and serves to preserve the learner's
connection to religion and prevent their spiritual destruction. This permission is not a legal
(sharT) authorization but a temporary educational concession to facilitate a gradual
process of reform. Within the boundaries of Islamic law, this approach offers a practical

solution to the real-world challenges faced by educators in religious education.
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Introduction

One of the most pressing challenges in religious education occurs when educators encounter
learners who are engaged in multiple transgressions yet lack the psychological and spiritual
capacity to accept simultaneous prohibition of all such acts. If an educator attempts to forbid
all transgressions at once, the learner may reject all guidance entirely, accept it only
superficially, or relapse shortly thereafter. However, if the educator prohibits only the more
significant transgression while temporarily remaining silent regarding others, the likelihood of
effective influence, sustained compliance and genuine commitment, increases significantly.

This situation raises a critical jurisprudential question: May an educator, under circumstances
where comprehensive prohibition is ineffective or unsustainable, prohibit only one
transgression and remain silent regarding others, even when this silence is interpreted by the
learner as implicit permission to continue those other acts? The question becomes particularly
acute when the learner knows that the educator is aware of all transgressions, potentially
construing the educator's silence as an authorization to sin.

Method

This study employs an analytical-ijtihadi methodology, combining qualitative content analysis
with jurisprudential reasoning to examine both the opposing evidences that might prohibit such
silence and the affirmative evidences that support it within an educational framework.

Results
The study systematically examines four potential grounds for prohibiting the educator's silence:

). The obligation to forbid wrong is conditioned on several prerequisites, including the absence
of certainty that the prohibition will have no effect. When the educator is confident that
comprehensive prohibition will be ineffective or will cause greater harm, the obligation lapses.
A sound tradition states that commanding good and forbidding evil is only for those who will
take admonition or learn; as for the one who rejects it, it is neither obligatory nor permissible.
Similarly, guidance of the ignorant is obligatory only when there is reasonable expectation of
acceptance and when no corruption results. Where simultaneous guidance would cause spiritual
ruin, the obligation falls away.

Y. The argument that the educator's silence constitutes declaring permissible what God has
prohibited fails because the educator issues no legal dispensation. The educator explicitly
affirms the act's prohibition while strategically delaying direct intervention. Silence is not
juristic reclassification; the learner's interpretation of permission is self-derived, not expressly
granted by the educator.

Y. While a tradition states that commanding, guiding, or pointing toward evil makes one a
partner in it, the educator's silence, even if interpreted as permission, does not constitute
commanding, guiding, or pointing toward sin. The educator simply refrains from immediate
prohibition, whereas the learner independently derives permission. In the case of guiding the
ignorant, withholding some rulings temporarily is not equivalent to guiding toward sin.

¢. The prohibition of aiding in sin does not apply to the educator's silence. In both scenarios,
where comprehensive prohibition is ineffective or where relapse is anticipated, the educator's
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silence does not actually facilitate the learner's sin; the learner would commit the sins
regardless. Moreover, the educator lacks the specific intent to facilitate sin; the intention is to
prevent sin by adopting a gradual, strategic approach. Even if customarily construed as
assistance, the absence of intentional facilitation renders the prohibition inapplicable.

Conclusion on Opposing Evidences: None of these four grounds establishes that the educator's
silence is prohibited in the scenarios under investigation. When comprehensive prohibition is
ineffective or harmful, the obligation to forbid wrong lapses, and other prohibitions, innovation,
implication, and aiding, do not apply.

°. The study further demonstrates that educational permission is not merely permissible but can
be derived as a recommended or indicated practice from Islamic sources:

o The principle holds that all educational measures must be gradual, avoiding haste and
considering the learner's capacity. Imposing obligations beyond capability produces
counterproductive outcomes. Gradualism is superior when the educator knows that
comprehensive prohibition would cause learner fatigue, resistance, or more severe relapse.

o A sound tradition from Imam al-Sadiq (AS) and Imam al-Bagir (AS) states that God, in His
compassion, revealed obligations gradually, from one quality to another, because if all were
imposed at once, people would be cut off from religion and would perish. The explicit rationale
is twofold: to prevent disaffection from religion and to avoid spiritual ruin. The tradition
establishes that the preservation of the learner's connection with religion, the broader
educational objective, takes precedence over immediate enforcement of specific rulings.
Applying the principle that the rationale universalizes and particularizes, wherever these
rationales exist, irrespective of whether the learner is from early or contemporary times, gradual
implementation is indicated. The tradition thus supports temporary educational forbearance
when comprehensive prohibition threatens the learner's ongoing relationship with faith.

o Asecond tradition, although transmitted as mursal (disconnected chain), provides corroborative
support. It describes the four-stage process of wine prohibition and states that God reveals duties
gradually until people accustom themselves to it and become settled in God's command and
prohibition. This gradual process was more correct and brought them closer to acceptance, and
reduced their aversion. The tradition indicates that the quality of acceptance, the learner's
tranquility, composure, and willingness, constitutes a greater consideration than immediate
implementation. Therefore, even where comprehensive prohibition may have some effect, a
gradual approach may be required to enhance the sustainability and sincerity of the learner's
compliance.

Conclusions
This study yields several significant findings:

V. The educator bears no obligation to impose comprehensive prohibition when confident that
it will be ineffective or cause greater spiritual harm. The categories of innovation, implying sin,
and aiding in sin do not apply to the educator's strategic silence under these conditions.

Y. Islamic sources, particularly the tradition on the gradual prohibition of wine and the principle
of gradualism in education, support educational permission as indicated and, in some cases,
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recommended. The preservation of the learner's connection with religion and prevention of
spiritual ruin take precedence over immediate enforcement of specific rulings.

Y. Educational permission does not constitute legal dispensation from divine obligation. The
learner remains fully accountable to God; the educator's forbearance is temporary customary
authorization aimed at strengthening the educational trajectory, not abrogating divine
commands.

¢, The educator's ultimate responsibility to guide the learner toward full compliance remains
intact. The educational permission operates within a developmental process: once the learner
achieves sufficient spiritual stability, the educator addresses the remaining areas of
transgression.

Implications: This study contributes to the emerging field of educational jurisprudence by
bridging theoretical juristic principles with practical educational challenges. It provides
educators, counselors, and religious instructors with a rigorous framework for addressing
learners struggling with multiple sins while respecting the sanctity of divine law and the
psychological realities of human development. The findings affirm that realistic, graduated
approaches in Islamic education are not only permissible but reflect the inherent compassion
and wisdom central to Islamic teachings.
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