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Objective: This study aims to examine the jurisprudential basis of parents’
responsibility for commanding their children to perform prayer and to determine the
scope and educational structure of this responsibility. The central question is whether
the available Islamic textual evidence establishes a specific responsibility for parents to
command their children to pray and, if so, how this responsibility can be understood
within a gradual and systematic process of religious upbringing.

Method: The study employs an analytical-inferential method based on library research,
drawing on the Qur’an, hadiths, jurisprudential works, and relevant rijal sources.
Textual evidence on children’s prayer instruction was collected and classified into three
categories: (V) explicit texts identifying parents or guardians as responsible for prayer
instruction; (Y) implicit evidence of parental responsibility; and (¥) narrations
concerning children’s performance or combination of prayers.

Results: The analysis indicates that the available textual evidence supports parental
responsibility for commanding children to pray through both explicit and implicit
indications. Explicit narrations directly establish the responsibility of parents or
guardians for prayer instruction, while other reports support this responsibility
indirectly by describing the process of teaching and training children. Narrations
concerning the gradual instruction of children and the facilitative practice of combining
prayers further demonstrate that prayer education is not conceived as a uniform
obligation applied identically throughout childhood. Rather, the evidence supports a
gradual educational process that takes account of children’s developing capacities.
Conclusion: The analysis shows that Islamic textual evidence establishes parental
responsibility for commanding children to pray through both explicit and implicit
indications. The narrations also demonstrate that prayer education is not a uniform
obligation throughout childhood but a gradual process adapted to children’s developing
capacities. Accordingly, a three-stage model is proposed: cognitive preparation before
the age of seven, practical initiation after acquiring a basic understanding of prayer, and
reinforcement of commitment from the age of nine through appropriate preventive and
disciplinary measures. Thus, parental responsibility for prayer education is grounded in
jurisprudential evidence and implemented through a structured process that progresses
from cognitive preparation to practical instruction and sustained religious commitment.
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Introduction
Prayer occupies a central position in Islamic religious practice, and its instruction to children

constitutes an important dimension of religious upbringing. Within the family, parents and
guardians play a significant role in introducing children to prayer and gradually preparing
them for practical religious commitment. From a jurisprudential perspective, however, the
scope and basis of this parental responsibility require careful examination of Islamic textual
evidence. The central issue is whether the available Qur’anic and hadith evidence establishes
a specific responsibility for parents to command their children to perform prayer and, if such
responsibility is established, how it should be implemented in accordance with children’s
developing capacities. The present study therefore examines the jurisprudential basis of
parents’ responsibility for commanding their children to pray and seeks to clarify the
educational structure and gradual nature of this responsibility. Particular attention is given to
textual evidence concerning the instruction and training of children, especially evidence that
directly or indirectly relates such instruction to parents or guardians.

Method
The study employs an analytical-inferential method based on library research. The primary

sources examined include the Qur’an, hadiths, jurisprudential works, and relevant rijal
sources. The textual evidence concerning children’s prayer instruction was collected and
systematically classified according to the manner in which it indicates parental responsibility.
The evidence was examined in three main categories. The first category consists of explicit
texts that directly identify parents or guardians as responsible for instructing children to pray.
The second includes narrations that contain implicit indications of parental responsibility,
although the instructor is not explicitly identified. The third category comprises narrations
concerning the instruction of children to perform or combine prayers, which contribute to
understanding the educational process and its gradual implementation. The relevant narrations
were examined from both sindi (chain-of-transmission) and dalali (textual-content)
perspectives. The findings obtained from this analysis were then synthesized in order to
formulate a systematic educational model for prayer instruction.

Results
The analysis indicates that the available Islamic textual evidence supports parental

responsibility for commanding children to pray through both explicit and implicit indications.
Some narrations directly establish the responsibility of parents or guardians for prayer
instruction, thereby providing explicit evidence for this responsibility. Other reports do not
explicitly identify parents or guardians as the instructors but describe the process of teaching
and training children in a manner that indirectly supports the attribution of this responsibility
to them. The evidence concerning the gradual instruction of children further indicates that
prayer education is not conceived as a uniform obligation that should be applied identically at
every stage of childhood. Rather, the textual evidence points to an educational process that
takes account of children’s developing capacities and proceeds progressively toward practical
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religious commitment. The narrations concerning the facilitative practice of combining
prayers also contribute to this understanding by demonstrating that the educational process
may employ appropriate measures to facilitate children’s engagement with prayer. On the
basis of these findings, a three-stage educational model was formulated. The first stage
involves cognitive preparation before the age of seven, through which the child is gradually
prepared to understand and become familiar with prayer. The second stage begins after the
child acquires a basic understanding of prayer and involves practical initiation and instruction.
The third stage begins from the age of nine and focuses on reinforcing practical commitment
through appropriate preventive and disciplinary measures. Thus, the findings indicate that
parental responsibility for prayer education has both a jurisprudential basis and a structured
educational dimension, with its implementation progressing in accordance with the child’s
developmental capacity.

Conclusions
The study concludes that the relevant Islamic textual evidence provides a sufficient basis for

establishing parental responsibility for commanding children to pray through both explicit and
implicit indications. At the same time, this responsibility should not be understood as a
uniform and immediate directive applied in the same manner throughout childhood. Rather,
the evidence supports a gradual, structured, and systematic educational process that takes
children’s developing capacities into account. The proposed three-stage model organizes this
process into cognitive preparation before the age of seven, practical initiation after the
acquisition of a basic understanding of prayer, and reinforcement of practical commitment
from the age of nine through appropriate preventive and disciplinary measures. Accordingly,
the jurisprudential evidence concerning parental responsibility can be integrated with the
educational requirements of children’s development, providing a systematic framework for
understanding both the scope and the educational implementation of parents’ responsibility
for their children’s prayer.
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