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Objective: This study aims to determine the "limits of religious education concerning
the principle of monotheism (tawhid)" from a jurisprudential (fight) perspective. Given
the responsibility of parents and educators in the religious education of children, the
main question is what amount of knowledge related to God (His essence, oneness, and
attributes) must be taught as obligatory, and what amount falls outside the scope of
obligation.

Method: This research was conducted using an inferential method with an ijtihadi
approach. First, the requirements of the practical principle (al-bara’ah and al-ihtiyat)
and general educational proofs (verses and comprehensive traditions on education, as
well as rules such as guiding the ignorant and guidance) were examined. Next, specific
proofs including reason, Qur'anic verses, consensus (ijma‘), the established practice of
the religious community (irtikaz al-mutasharri‘ah), and three categories of traditions
related to knowledge of God's essence, oneness, and attributes were evaluated in terms
of their chains of transmission (sanad) and implications (dalalah). Finally, by
synthesizing the proofs, the obligatory limits of religious education were deduced.
Results: The practical principle of ihtiyat (precaution) necessitates that caution be
observed in religious education. General educational proofs indicate the obligation of
education in principle but do not specify its precise limits. Among the specific proofs,
rational arguments (the obligation to thank the benefactor and the avoidance of probable
harm) only require a general and summary knowledge of God. Qur'anic verses
primarily address the consequences of disbelief. Documented consensus (ijma‘
madrakT) and irtikaz al-mutasharri‘ah lack sufficient validity for determining detailed
limits. Authentic traditions (the first and second categories) indicate the obligation of
knowing God's essence and oneness through the testimony "La ilaha illa Allah." A
contextual analysis of these traditions shows that this testimony necessarily entails
knowledge of a set of key divine attributes (life, knowledge, power, wisdom, and
sovereignty) that distinguish the true object of worship from false ones.

Conclusion: The obligatory limit in the religious education of monotheism consists of a
general knowledge of God's essence and oneness, along with teaching the attributes that
play a role in realizing true servitude (‘ubtidiyyah). Detailed knowledge of all divine
attributes and the higher levels of monotheism is not obligatory.
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Introduction
Religious education, as one of the most fundamental dimensions of human upbringing, holds

a special place in the educational system of Islam. Among the principles of religious belief,
the principle of monotheism (tawhid), as the most foundational religious doctrine, is the first
category that must be addressed. With the acceptance of the responsibility of parents and
educators in the upbringing of children, one of the most important questions is determining
the limits and extent of their educational duty; in other words, how much of the knowledge
pertaining to God (His essence, oneness, and attributes) must be taught to children as
obligatory, and how much falls outside the scope of obligation?

Despite the importance of this issue, the subject of "A Jurisprudential Investigation into the
Limits of Religious Education concerning the Principle of Monotheism™ is among the
emerging topics in the field of the jurisprudence of education, and no comprehensive or
independent work has yet been compiled in this area. Existing works have primarily
addressed the subject from a theological perspective, and few have adopted a jurisprudential
and inferential approach to determining the obligatory limits of religious education. This
research seeks to partially fill this academic gap by employing an ijtihadi method and utilizing
rational and transmitted sources.

Method
This research was conducted using an inferential method with an ijtihadi approach. The

structure of the study was designed such that, first, the requirement of the practical principle
was examined under the assumption of the absence of an ijtihadi proof. At this stage, the two
principles of al-baraah and al-ihtiyat were evaluated.

Next, the general proofs of education, including comprehensive educational verses and
traditions (such as Ayah al-Wigayah, Ayah al-ltemar, Ayah al-Arda, and traditions related to
disciplining), as well as the rules pertaining to the chapter of education (such as the rule of
guiding the ignorant and the rule of guidance), were analyzed to clarify the extent of their
implication for the principle of education and its limits.

In the following stage, the specific proofs were examined in detail. These proofs consisted of
five categories: rational proof (with two formulations: the obligation to thank the benefactor
and the avoidance of probable harm), Quranic verses (comprising two groups: verses
indicating the punishment of disbelievers and verses containing divine attributes at the end of
verses), traditions (which were classified into three groups: reports related to knowledge of
the essence, knowledge of oneness, and knowledge of divine attributes), consensus, and the
established practice of the religious community.

In examining the traditions, in addition to semantic analysis, chain-of-transmission
authentication was also conducted to ensure that only authentic traditions served as the basis
for inference. Finally, by synthesizing the various proofs, the obligatory limits of religious
education concerning the principle of monotheism were derived.
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Results
Y. The Practical Principle: Al-baraah is inapplicable as it contradicts the principle of grace

(lutf) towards the child. Given the certainty of an existing duty, reason dictates adherence
to al-ihtiyat (precaution), establishing it as the fallback principle.

Y. General Proofs: These proofs clearly establish the principle of parental responsibility for
education. However, they specify the duty to educate, not the precise limits of the content.
The rules of guiding the ignorant and guidance indicate that teaching essential and
commonly encountered beliefs is obligatory, while specialized or esoteric matters are
exempt.

Y. Specific Proofs:

Rational Proof: The argument for thanking the benefactor only necessitates a general and
summary knowledge of God. The argument for avoiding probable harm only mandates
knowing God prior to inquiry, not detailed knowledge post-investigation. Thus, reason only
dictates a general knowledge of God.

Qur'anic Verses: Verses on punishment confirm that denial or doubt in God constitutes
disbelief but do not mandate detailed knowledge of all attributes. Attributes mentioned in
other verses (e.g., severe in punishment, forgiving) are deemed contextual, not a basis for a
legal obligation to teach them in detail.

Traditions:

o Essence: The authentic tradition of Abo Hamzah from Imam al-Bagqir interprets
knowledge of God as affirming God, the Messenger, and the wilayah of the Imams.

o Oneness: Authentic traditions (e.g., from Samaah, Sufyan ibn al-Samt) identify the
testimony "La ilaha illa Allah™ as the minimum requirement for Islam.

o Attributes: Traditions detailing abstract attributes (e.g., Qadim, Samie, Basir) lack
sufficient authenticity due to weak chains of transmission and cannot serve as proof.

Synthesis of Authentic Traditions: The necessary limit is knowledge of God's essence and
oneness via "La ilaha illa Allah." This testimony inherently entails a set of key attributes that
distinguish the true God from false idols _ such as life, knowledge, power, wisdom, and
sovereignty. Other abstract attributes are not obligatory.

Consensus and Established Practice: The consensus cited by Allamah al-Helli is a documented
consensus but is not an independent proof as it relies on rational and transmitted sources. The
established practice only confirms the principle of education, not its specific boundaries.

Conclusions
This research delineates the obligatory limits of religious education on monotheism for
parents and educators. The findings establish a clear threshold:

Y.

Essential Knowledge: Teaching the knowledge of God as the sole Creator and His
oneness through the testimony "La ilaha illa Allah™ is obligatory.
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Y. Operational Attributes: Teaching concepts related to key divine attributes that
directly inform the understanding of God and servitude _ specifically life, knowledge,
power, wisdom, and sovereignty _ is also obligatory, as they are intrinsic to
distinguishing the true God from false objects of worship.

Y. Excluded Knowledge: Detailed knowledge of all divine attributes, as well as higher
levels of monotheism, falls outside the scope of obligation.

The general proofs and the practical principle of precaution establish this duty firmly upon
parents. This jurisprudential finding diverges from expansive theological perspectives that
deem all levels of monotheism obligatory. Instead, it aligns with a child's cognitive
development and the Islamic principle of grace in religious obligations.

This study serves as a foundational step in the jurisprudence of education, offering a basis for
curriculum planning. Future research should apply this method to other pillars of faith, such
as prophethood, imamate, and the hereafter.
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